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John 7 Bible Study 
John chapter 7 Bible study 

     Home           Origin           John           Acts           Testimonials           Contact      

John 7:1-2 Bible Study Select Language¼  

John 7:3-21 Bible Study: Jesus' Brothers 
John 7:22-24 Bible Study: Circumcision 
John 7:25-31 Bible Study: When Christ Comes 
John 7:32-26 Bible Study: A Little While Longer 
John 7:37-53 Bible Study: Rivers of Living Water 
JOHN 7:1-2  1 After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He did not 
want to walk in Judea, because the Jews sought to kill Him. 2 Now the 
Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles was at hand. 

What is the "Feast of Tabernacles" (John 7:2)? 
Also known as the "Feast of Booths" because people lived in booths, tents 
and other makeshift shelters for  seven days, the Feast of Tabernacles was 
the feast that God commanded Jews to keep in order to commemorate God 
having led and provided for them for forty years in the wilderness after freeing 
them from slavery in Egypt: "Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘The fifteenth day of this 
seventh month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days to the 
LORD... You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All who are native 
Israelites shall dwell in booths, that your generations may know that I 
made the children of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of 
the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.’” (Leviticus 23:33-34, 42-43) 
The Feast of Tabernacles was also called the "Feast of 
Ingathering" (Exodus 23:16) because it took place at the end of the harvest. 
So just as the land was full of food, the people were to remember that it is 
God who gave them food for forty years in the desert, and it is God who still 
gives them their food. Since the Feast of Tabernacles is about 6 months after 
the Feast of Passover, about six months had elapsed since John chapter 6. 
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Why did Jesus avoid Judea, the southern 1/3 of Israel? 
The Jewish authorities, or "Jews,"  "sought to ______ Him." (John 7:) 

Was Jesus afraid of them? 
What were the names of Jesus' brothers? 
"James (Apostle), Joses, Simon, and Judas (Apostle) " (Matthew 13:55). 

Did they believe in Jesus? 
Before resurrection: ____  (John 7:3-5)   After Resurrection_____ (Acts 1:14) 

Why did Jesus go to Jerusalem "in secret" (John 7:10)? 
If Jesus came to die, why not get captured and killed? 
He had to die for the right reason and at the right time. He still had 6 mo to go. 

What effect do you think His brothers going ahead had?. 

What kind of study were the Jews referring to in John 7:15? 
Rabbinic studies. 

What did that consist of? 
Aspiring rabbis had to memorize the first five books of the Old Testament  by 
age 13, then be tested by a rabbi for their memorized knowledge. Those who 
passed studied under the rabbi, often in rabbinic schools. Once their rabbinic 
studies were completed they were ordained as rabbis with the authority to 
have and teach their own disciples. Jesus was not taught under a Rabbi. 

How does Jesus respond in John 7:16-19? 
His doctrine comes directly from _____ the Father. 

What "one work" (John 7:21) made them marvel? 
The last time Jesus was in Jerusalem, He had healed by the pool of Bethesda 
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Why does Jesus bring up circumcision and judgment in John 7:22-24? 
They had been wrong to be angry with Jesus for healing a man on the 
Sabbath when they themselves regularly perform circumcision on 8-day old 
boys on the Sabbath in order to adhere to the commandment of Moses.  

Why does John 7:22 include the phrase, "not that it is from Moses, but 
from the fathers" about circumcision? 
The "fathers" refers to the patriarchs who preceded Moses. God's command 
to circumcise didn't start "from" Moses but from the first patriarch Abraham. 

By the way, do you know what molecules in the body enable blood to 
coagulate and clot over wounds? 
Vitamin K and Prothrombin. When do they peak during a man’s life? 

When was this medical discovery made? 
It was made and published in 1984 by Dr. S.I. McMillen (McMillen, S.I., M.D. 
(1984), None of These Diseases (Old Tappan, NJ: Revell)), or 3,984 years 
after God told Abraham to circumcise on the 8th day. Scientific advances 
continue to explain God's logic and design expressed in the Bible. 

By the way, why might God have chosen a place called, "Bethlehem" as 
the place of Jesus' birth? 
"Bethlehem" in Hebrew literally means, "house" (beth) of "bread" (lechem), so 
the "bread of life" (John 6:48) was born in the house of bread. 

How much longer is "a little while longer" in John 7:33? 
Jesus will be on the cross at the next Passover, which is six months after this 
Feast of Tabernacles (see (John 7 Bible Study). 

Where will Jesus go thereafter? 
He will return to God the Father, who sent Him. 
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JOHN 7:35-36  35 Then the Jews said among themselves, “Where does 
He intend to go that we shall not find Him? Does He intend to go to the 
Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? 36 What is this 
thing that He said, ‘You will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am 
you cannot come’?” 

Where do the Jews speculate He may go? 
To the Jewish communities dispersed in the Greek speaking world outside 
Israel. 

Where did Jesus already talk about coming to Him to drink water? 
At the well in Sychar, to the Samaritan woman (see John 4 Bible Study). 

But that was at a well. What about here? Why would Jesus suddenly cry 
out about drinking water?  
There was water here too. "On the last day, that great day of the 
feast,”(John 7:37) the priests walked around the altar seven times while 
chanting Psalm 118:25 - “Save now, I pray, O Lord; O Lord, I pray, send now 
prosperity." - and then poured out water to symbolize the water Moses made 
to pour from the rock: "Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock 
twice with his rod; and water came out abundantly, and the 
congregation and their animals drank." (Numbers 20:11) Most likely, as the 
people watched the water being poured, Jesus stood "and cried out, saying, 
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, 
as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living 
water.” (John 7:37-38) 

When would the Holy Spirit be given? 
At the Pentecost as described in Acts chapter 2. 

JOHN 7:40-53  40 Therefore many from the crowd, when they heard this 
saying, said, “Truly this is the Prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is the 
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Christ.” But some said, “Will the Christ come out of Galilee? 42 Has not 
the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the seed of David and from 
the town of Bethlehem, where David was?” 43 So there was a division 
among the people because of Him. 44 Now some of them wanted to take 
Him, but no one laid hands on Him. 45 Then the officers came to the chief 
priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why have you not brought 
Him?” 46 The officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this 
Man!” 47 Then the Pharisees answered them, “Are you also 
deceived? 48 Have any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed in 
Him?49 But this crowd that does not know the law is 
accursed.” 50Nicodemus (he who came to Jesus by night, being one of 
them) said to them, 51 “Does our law judge a man before it hears him and 
knows what he is doing?” 52 They answered and said to him, “Are you 
also from Galilee? Search and look, for no prophet has arisen out of 
Galilee.” 53 And everyone went to his own house. 

What was the effect of Jesus' declaration in John 7:37-38? 
Make the crowd question deeper. At least some are now talking about the 
Bethlehem prophecy. 

Did the crowd keep the officers from arresting Jesus? 
No, the words Jesus "spoke" (John 7:46) kept them from arresting Him. 

Why is Nicodemus with the "chief priests and Pharisees"?  
He is one of them - not a chief priest, but a Pharisee and a member of the 
Sanhedrin, the ruling council: "There was a man of the Pharisees named, 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews." (John 3:1) 

What is he doing in John 7:51? 
He is trying to stand up for Jesus by reminding them of the Jewish law that 
forbids condemning anyone until they have had a chance to speak for 
themselves. 
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How kindly do they accept his reminder? 
Not kindly at all. 

Was it true that "no prophet has arisen out of Galilee" (John 7:52)? 
No, the prophet Jonah, for example, had arisen out of Galilee. 

Based on John 7:50-52, what is the correct answer to the question in 
John 7:48? 
Yes, at least one of them - Nicodemus - did believe. 

What criterion for truth were they implying in John 7:48? 
Whether or not the “learned” people believed it. 

Is what you believe based on your own investigation of the Bible or what 
some "learned" person claimed about it? If the latter, should the destiny 
of your soul really be entrusted to someone else's opinion? 
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